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and Scripture Characters ; bv George Hill, 
D.Di F R.S.E. 12s. 

The Reasoning which was between the 
Abbot of Crosraguel, and John Knox, in 
Maybrill, concerning the Masse, 1562, 
12s. 

Vindication of the Presbyterian Form of 
Church Government, as professed in the 
standards in the Church of Scotland ; by 
S.. Brown, 5s. 

The Welsh Looking-gla6s, or Thoughts 
OB the State of Religion in North Wales, 

Is. 

Letters to a Friend on Fashionable A- 
musements, Is. 8d. 

The Doctrines of Calvinism defended j in 
a Letter addressed to a person of different 
jentiments, Is. 6d. 

BOOKS PUBLISHED IN IRELAND. 

Historical address on the Calamities oc- 
casioned by Foreign Influence in the No- 
mination df Bishops to Irish Sees ; by the 
Rev. C. O'Connor, D.D. part 2d, 1 3s. 

A Narrative of the Confinement and 
Exile of William Steel Dickson, D.D. For- 
merly Minister of the Presbyterian Con- 
gregations of Ballyhalbert and Portaferry,in 
the County of Down, and now of Ready, in 
the County Armagh ; to which is annexed, 
in Account of an Assault committed on the 
Author, Sep, 9th, 1811, on his return from 
the Catholic Meeting in the City of Ar- 
magh; with a sketch of proceedings con. 
aequeht thereon ; by Wm. Steel Dickson, 
D.D. £.1 2s. Sd. bds. 

j^- This publication may be procured 
by application to Robert Trail, Bridge- 
street, or to Michael F. Corr, Talbot- 
•treet, Belfast. 

This book is deserving of public atten- 
tion. In a plain simple narrative, with all 
the characteristic appearance of truth, Dr. 



Dickson developes some truly tragic scenes, 
in which men in 1798 were forced to suffer 
grievous privations, and long imprison- 
ments, merely on suspicion, aud without 
their being brought to any trial. The 
changes in the political life of Lord Castle- 
reagh, are well depicted, and the generous 
conduct of the young Robert Stewart is 
finely contrasted with the future progress 
of the slippery statesman, early hackuied 
in some of the worst ways of men. The 
synod of Ulster are also brought before the 
public in a manner so as not to reflect much 
credit on them, from their obsequiousness to 
bow to a government, who have a Regium 
Donum, with which to reward those who 
are willing to go the full length of pleasing ! 
This body is now put on trial before the 
public, who have a right to judge of all 
public meu and public measures. If they 
can say any thing in their defence, they 
ate entitled to a fair hearing. But a re- 
gard to their own honour calls on them to 
vindicate themselves if they are able. 

The reading of this interesting narrative 
by recalling thescenesof i798,and the two 
preceding years, furnishes many subjects 
for serious reflection. By the perusal of it, 
we may be led to account for the apathy, 
and almost total want of public spirit which 
mark the present times. A system of terror, 
the result of the events of those black days, 
operating on a people preferring ease and 
gain to true honour, sunk in a commer- 
cial and luxurious spirit, has nearly banish- 
ed all generous feeling, induced a culp- 
able timidity, produced a state, fatally 
destructive of virtue and true patriotism, 
and divided the community between 
haughty tyrants, and self-degraded slaves. 
A people losing the internal sense of in- 
dependence are debased by their own acts, 
and rendered fit for the chains imposed on 
them, and unworthy of a better fate. K. 
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J$" Stj a nne arrangement, to afford longer 
time for bringing down the Retrospect of 
Politics at near as possible to the end of 
the month, the Documents are turw placed 
before the Retrospect. 



COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OP LONDON. 

The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, 
the Aldermen, Sheriffs, and Common Coun- 



cil of the City of London, waited upon 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, at 
Carlton House, with the following address 
and Petition, which was read by John Sil- 
vester, Esq. the Recorder. 
To his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, 
Regent of the UniUd Kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland. 
The Humble and Dutiful Address and pe- 
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tition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
»nd Commons of the City of Loudon, 
io Common Council assembled. 

May it please yo.ir Royal H/^hrustj 
We, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commons of the City of London, in Com- 
mon Council assembled, humbly approach 
your Royal Highness, dutifully to repre- 
sent our deep sense of the difficulties and 
dangers impending over the country, and 
anxiously to invite your beneficent atten- 
tion to the complaints and grievances of 
your afflicted but faithful subjects. 

Fourteen months have elapsed since your 
Royal Highness acceded to the Regency 
of these Kingdoms, at which time, we 
felt it our duty to submit to you a state- 
ment of abuses which had taken root in 
the various departments of the Govern- 
ment, the speedy correction and removal 
of which we deemed essential to the pros' 
perity and safety of the empire ; and we 
now again present ourselves before your 
Royal Highness, to express our unfeigned 
sorrow, that during this interval no effi- 
cient measures have been adopted by your 
ministers, calculated to satisfy the wishes 
and wants of your people ; but that, on 
the contrary, the same malpractices, and 
the same false principles of Government, 
have been tenaciously pursued and enfor- 
ced, thereby adding contumely to injury, 
and extinguishing the spring of public 
energy in a free nation ; we have continued 
to witness the sa.ne system of profligacy 
in the expenditure of public money ; the 
same system of governing by undue in- 
fluence and corruption; the same system 
of delusion in regard to the circulating 
medium and finances of the country ; the 
same system of arbitrary and grievous as- 
sessment and collection of taxes, by which 
industry is thwarted and liberty violated ; 
the same system of introducing into the 
heart of the country foreign troops; the 
same system of persecuting the Press, by 
which the value of free discussion on na- 
tional topics is lost to Prince and peo- 
ple ; and finally, the same system of coer- 
cive restrictions on the freedom of com- 
merce, by which many of our merchants 
and manufacturers have been involved in 
ruin, and flourishing districts reduced to 
beggary. 

As faithful and loyal subjects, and as 
the representatives of the first City in your 
Empire, we feel the deepest affliction in 
being thus compelled to reiterate this enu- 
meration of the malpractices aad- mistaken 



principles of font ministers ; we should 
however compromise that sense of public 
duty, and that character of frankness 
which appertain to us as freemen and Bri- 
tons, were we to disguise the truth, and 
forbear to express our conviction, that 
your confidential advisers have plunged 
this great and once flourishing empire into 
an abyss, from which we can be rescued 
only by radical reforms, and a total change 
in our domestic government, and foreign 
policy. 

In a crisis, therefore, which involves 
the destiny of the greatest empire of these 
or past times — of an empire which is blessed 
by Providence with unequalled natural 
advantages — and which possesses a people 
that in all ages have bravely secured their 
prosperity on the solid basis of public 
liberty, we feel that we should justly merit 
the reproaches of our country and poster- 
ity, if, at such a crisis, we were to refrain 
from laying before your Royal Highness a 
faithful representation of the public griev- 
ances, and expressing our painful appre- 
hensions for the welfare and the very exis- 
tence of the nation ; we therefore pray, 

That your Royal Highness will be gra- 
ciously pleased, to dismiss from your coun- 
cils those Ministers who have proved them- 
selves so undeserving of the confidence of 
your people, and call to the administra- 
tion of the government men of public cha- 
racter and patriotic principles, whose en- 
larged and liberal policy is suited to the 
enlightened character of the nation, whose 
wisdom and energy would prove equal 
to the exigencies of the times, whose in- 
clination would lead them to secure the 
affections of the people, and whose public 
spirit would stimulate them to effect thiwe 
reforms in the Commons House of Parlia- 
ment, and in the various branches of the 
State, which at this perilous crisis are ab- 
solutely necessary to the restoration of na- 
tional prosperity, and not less essential to 
the honour and true interests of the crown, 
than to the security and true glory of the 
Empire. 

Signed by order of Conn, 

Henry Woodthork. 

To which Address and Petition his Royal 
Highness returned the following an- 
swer :— — 

It must always be my inclination to lis- 
ten with attention to the Petitions of any 
part of his Majesty's subjects. 

for the redress of any grievances, of 
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which they can reasonably complain, I 
have full confidence in the wisdom of Par- 
liament, the great Council ot the Nation. 

Being firmly of opinion, (hat the total 
change in the domestic government and 
foreign policy of the country, which it is 
the declared object of your petition to ac- 
complish, would orilv serve to increase 
the dangers against which we have to con* 
tend ; I should be wanting to myself, and 
to the great interests committed to my 
charge, if I did not steadily persevere ill 
these endeavours which appear to me best 
calculated to support the just rights of 
the nation abroad, and to preserve invio- 
late the constitution at home. 

These endeavours cap only be attended 
-with success, when seconded by the zeai 
and loyalty of his Majesty's people, upon 
which I shall continue to place the strong- 
est reliance. 



LIVERPOOL PETITION, FOR A REPEAL OE 
THE OR0£RS IN COUNCIL 

TO the Honourable the Commons of the 
United King-do n of Great Britain and 
Ireland in Parliament assembled. 
The humble Petition of the undersigned 
Merchants, Traders, and other Inhabi- 
tants of the town of Liverpool ; 

Sho-zvith, 
That your petitioners are compelled by 
the most urgent necessity, to lay their dis- 
tresses and grievances before your honour- 
able House. 

That the general depression of the com- 
merce and manufactures of the country has 
been particularly felt by the town and port 
of Liverpool ; that the trade has rapidly 
declined ; and that the more laborious part 
of the inhabitants, consisting of ship- 
wrights, rope-makers, sail makers, car- 
penters, porters, carters, and labourers, 
with their numerous families, are reduced 
to a state of unexampled suffering and dis- 
tress. 

That your petitioners have heard with 
surprise and indignation, that statements 
liave.been made tending to keep your ho- 
nourable House, and the country at large, 
iii ignorance of the real state of this popu- 
lous town, and denying facts which are but 
too grievously notorious to every inhabi- 
tant of the place. 

That it is not true, as your petitioners 
Understand it has been* publicly represent- 
ed, that there was not more than three to 
four thousand persons whose necessities 
BllrAST MAG. HO. XLVI. 



entitled them to support and assistance 
from a public subscription of the inhabi- 
tants e.uttrcd into for that parpose. 

That it is not true, that not a single ship- 
wright is out of employ who is willing to 
work. 

That the fact is, that the distresses of 
the labouring part of the community and 
their families having rendered relief indis- 
pensably necessary, a public subscription 
was entered into ior that object in the 
month of December last, by which nearly 
If' 000 persons were in one week reliev- 
ed. 

That vour petitioners compute the num- 
ber of persons, so receiving relief, to have 
been at least one sixth part of the present 
population of the town. 

That the falsehood of the assertion, that 
there is no want of employ for those who are 
willing to work, is apparent through the 
whole town of Liverpool, amidst all its 
docks, on all its quays, and in every street, 
where numbers of industrious mechanics, 
many of whom are free burgesses of the 
town, are seen without employment; whilst 
others are compelled, by their necessities, 
to solicit iu the vicinity of the town for cha- 
ritable aid. 

That in addition to the want of employ, 
the distressed situation of the town is ag- 
gravated by the present high and rapidlv 
increasing price of all the necessaries of 
life; from whifli evil if some rel:ef cannot 
be obtained by the speedy interference of 
your honourable House, your petitioners 
cannot but apprehend the most alarming 
and fatal consequences 

That it appears to your petitioners to be 
as impious as it is unjust, to attribute the 
distresses which affect the country princi- 
pally to the dispensations of Providence, 
as to the productions of the soil, or to any 
other cause which the interference of your 
honourable House, in conjunction with 
the other branches of the Legislature, may 
not in a great degree remove. 

That your petitioners have heard with 
real alarm, that a high and confidential 
servant of the Crown did, in the presence 
of his Majesty's Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, and of a respectable deputation from 
the inhabitants of a large manufacturing 
town, lately make use of larrguage which 
appears to your petitioners, iron) the time 
and occasion on which it was introduced, 
to develppe the views and intentions of 
Ministers more decisively than thousands 
of state papers, and public documents, and 
shows that they -ire prepared to risk the 
E e e 



